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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by the OCHA 
Regional Office for the Pacific. It covers the period from 13 to 14 Dec 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 15 Dec 2012. 

Highlights 

 Tropical Cyclone Evan was stationary over 
Samoa for approximately 24 hours.  

 The Ministry of Police has confirmed that there 
have been two casualties.  

 The whole of Samoa is without electricity, which 
may not be restored for up to two weeks. 

 The whole of Samoa is without water, except for 
critical services such as the hospital.  

 Tropical Cyclone Evan is predicted to pass 
close to Niuafo’ou in northern Tonga as a 
Category 3 tropical cyclone on Sunday.  

 Tropical Cyclone Evan predicted to pass 
between the islands of Vanua Levu and Tavauni 
in Fiji as a Category 4 tropical cyclone early 
Monday morning.  

2 people 
reported dead 

1,490+ 
people 
in Evacuation 
Centers 

20 houses 
reported damaged  

 
Situation Overview 
Samoa 

Tropical Cyclone Evan (TD04F) passed over Samoa as 
a Category 2 tropical cyclone on Thursday and Friday. 
The  

system remained stationary for 24 hours over southern 
tip of Upolo Island where it intensified into a Category 3 
tropical cyclone. Though Tropical Cyclone Evan has now 
moved west of Samoa, the latest Special Weather 
Bulletin reiterates that a Hurricane Warning is still in 
place for Upolo and a Hurricane Watch remains in place 
for Savaii. A flood advisory is still in force for low lying 
areas along the Samoan coastline. 

A Declaration of Disaster was issued on Thursday 
afternoon, affective for 48 hours. Given the current 
reports of damage, it is likely that the Declaration of 
Disaster will be extended.  

Initial reports on Facebook, Twitter and mainstream 
media suggested that the country experienced winds of 
up to 110 km per hour. The total rainfall recorded 
between 9am yesterday and 9am today was 413mm at  

Source: OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Afiamalu and 207mm at Nafanua.  

There were reports of damage to buildings in the capital 
of Apia and flash flooding was evident throughout the 
capital city. The Ministry of Police confirmed that there 
were two casualties as a result of Tropical Cyclone 
Evan. 

Faleolo Airport in Apia suffered some minor structural 
damage to buildings and flights to and from Apia were 
cancelled due to the high winds. In addition, all ports 
remain closed.  

The whole of Samoa is currently without power and 
water, except for some critical services. It may take up 
to two weeks to restore power.  

Tonga and Fiji  

Tropical Cyclone Evan is predicted to slowly move 
west-northwest and intensify further. It is forecast to 
pass through northern Tonga, close to the island of Niuafo’ou at 7am on Saturday, 15 December as a Category 3 
tropical cyclone. It is predicted to intensify further and move over eastern Fiji at 6am Monday morning. There is still 
some uncertainty about how Tropical Cyclone Evan will affect other areas of Fiji but forecaster’s report that both 
eastern and western parts of the country may be at risk.  

Humanitarian Response 

 Samoa 

Shelter:  

 The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) has confirmed the 
following number and location of people in Evacuation Centers: 

o Ministry of Health Office – 450+ 
o Nurses Association Hall – 300+ 

o Samoa College School Complex – 250+ 
o NUS Compound – 190+ 
o USP Alafua – TBC 
o LDS Church Compound – 300+ 

 Approximately 80 people sought refuge at the 
United Nations premises in Apia. Due to a lack 
of food and water, these people were moved to 
formal Evacuation Centers. 

 The Samoa Red Cross Society and NEOC have 
provided food supplies, clothing and blankets to 
people in Evacuation Centers.  

 NEOC has requested that those in rural 
communities help accommodate evacuees.   

 The LDS and ADRA will provide assistance 
including food and non-food items to those who 
have had to evacuate.  

 Initial reports from Apia suggest that over 20 
houses have been damaged, mainly due to 
flooding. This number is likely to rise once 
assessments begin.  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: 

 Water is only available to the critical services, such as hospitals.  

 

Credit: Fiji Meteorological Service 
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Thursday, 13 December: Flooding at Apia Park 
Credit: Facebook - GottheManu 

2 people 
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Health: 

 The Ministry of Police has confirmed that there have been two casualties.  

 The Pediatric Ward at the hospital is not safe due to broken windows.  
Food Security 

 There are reports in the mainstream media of 
damage to crops such as breadfruit trees, taro 
trees and banana trees. 

Emergency Telecommunications 

 Mobile Networks are heavily congested.  

Logistics 

 The whole of Samoa is currently functioning 
without power. Only critical services such as the 
hospital, National Emergency Operations Centre 
and the Samoa Meteorology Service are being 
powered by standby generators.  

 Tanugamanono Power Plant is completely 
destroyed and power may not be restored for up 
to two weeks.  

 Faleolo International Airport remains closed. It 
has suffered some structural damage to out 
buildings was reported, but there are no reports 
of damage to the runway.  

 All ports are closed and all inter-island and international shipping services are currently cancelled.  

 Some main access roads remain inaccessible due to fallen trees, power lines and power poles.  

 Current Road Access 
o Matautu to Moataa has been cleared.  
o Lelata Road is open.  
o West Coast Road to Faleolo is accessible.  
o East Coast Road to Saluafata is accessible.  
o Roads from Pasega to Faleolo have been cleared.  

 

General Coordination 
The National Emergency Operation Centre in Samoa was activated on Thursday morning to coordinate emergency 
response. They have issued two Situation Reports outlining preparedness and response measures being 
undertaken.  

The OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) has offered support to the Disaster Management Office in Samoa, 
including through the deployment of OCHA ROP staff and a United Nations Disaster Assessment Coordination 
(UNDAC) Team.  

In Fiji, the National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) has met with Line Ministries daily. This meeting has been 
followed by a Logistics Meeting. The National Disaster Council (Ministers) will meet tomorrow morning to discuss 
ongoing preparedness measures. A meeting with the NDMO and Diplomatic Community in Fiji is being planned. 
Divisional Commissioners have been asked to implement a stage of ‘Readiness’. 

 

 

 

 

 

reported dead 

 
 
Fallen power lines on the Cross Island Road.  
Credit: Dave Teng 

For further information, please contact: 

  

Greg Grimsich, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, grimsich@unocha.org   Tel: +679 310 0373, Cell +679 999 1689 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@unocha.org  Tel: +679 3317 326, Cell +679 868 8731 

 

For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org, www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 
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